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The latest news and updates from the IMAGINE Network
WELCOME MESSAGE
As we begin a new year, I can’t help but
reflect on the progress of the past. While
COVID-10 has posed many challenges
for the IMAGINE Network in 2020, we
were still able to achieve some
significant milestones last year. Of
particular interest, our Capacity Building
Core Program launched a monthly
webinar series for trainees to improve
their research design skills. We
encourage you to check out our past
webinars that have been archived here and join us for next episode led by one of our
sponsored trainees later this month.
We are also pleased with the success our Patient Engagement Core Program has
made. Our IMAGINE-sponsored Patient and Community Engagement Research (PaCER)
students completed their research projects and graduated from the Continuing
Education Program at the University of Calgary last year. We are very proud of their
achievements and encourage them on as they pursue additional opportunities to share their
research findings.
On the research front, our main study, MAGIC, has been operating virtually in order to comply
with COVID-19 restrictions. We have currently recruited 4,500 subjects (reaching 56% of our
8,000 target) but we are continuing to explore innovative methods reach new participants
and engage with our current subjects.
Wishing all our network members and study participants continued success in 2021!

Dr. Paul Moayyedi,
Lead Co-Principal Investigator
IMAGINE Network

COVID-19 UPDATE
Due to the current lockdown
status in Ontario, our Ontariobased recruitment sites are now
limited in terms of new
recruitment and follow-up visits.

For our other sites, as hospital
clinics are in the early stages of
re-opening, some are allowing
for in-person visits. Recruitment
sites that are unable to see
participants in-person have been
performing virtual recruitment
and follow-up visits. If your site
has yet to receive ethics
approval for virtual recruitment,
or if you need have yet to submit
an amendment to your ethics
board for virtual recruitment,
please feel free to contact us for our revised submission documents.
As we enter 2021, we are hopeful that we will be able to meet our recruitment target of
8,000 participants for our MAGIC study. The previous year was a challenging one for
IMAGINE, but we are grateful for all of the effort that our researchers have put into ensuring
that recruitment has continued despite the unpredictable circumstances.
Please check out the COVID-19 section on our website for upcoming and past webinars
related to COVID-19 as well as resources and tools to help you navigate the current situation
with COVID-19.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Monthly Webinar Series
The IMAGINE Monthly Webinar Series is aimed at young
researchers and trainees who want to increase their
expertise and skills in various areas. These training
webinars are hosted monthly by one of our investigators
to address some important methodological questions
to help improve your research studies.
Our next webinar will be taking place on January 26 at
12pm EST. IMAGINE researcher and Postdoctoral
fellow, Josie Libertucci from McMaster University
will be discussing microbiome research in IBD from
a trainee's perspective.
To register for this webinar, click here.
You can view our past webinars here .

RECRUITMENT UPDATE
Due to COVID -19, our recruitment numbers have been
below average. Current recruitment for IMAGINE's
MAGIC study is 4,500. We are over halfway to our
recruitment goal, but will still need to work hard to
reach the 8,000 mark! We hope that as more sites
ramp up their virtual recruitment, we will be able to
start recruiting more participants in the coming
months.

A big thank you to those of you who are participating in
our study. Please spread the word about the MAGIC
Study and help us boost recruitment and get to our
goal!
We are especially in need of healthy individuals (those
without underlying gastrointestinal disease) to join the
MAGIC study.
If you, or someone you know, is interested in
participating, click here to find a recruitment site near
you.
Visit our website to find out more about MAGIC .

RESEARCH PRIORITIES SURVEY
We Want Your Input!
Help inform research priorities within
the IMAGINE Network that are
important to you and where we should
be focusing to be more responsive to
patient needs. Take our survey by
clicking here.

ACHIEVEMENTS: CALGARY FOCUS
Crohn's and Colitis Canada (CCC)
Award Recipients
Recognition on the
Crohn's and Colitis
Scientific Medical
Advisory Committee
(SMAC):

Dr. Paul Beck Awarded Tier 1 Canada
Research Chair
IMAGINE researcher and one of our
Knowledge Translation, Education and
Policy working group leads, Dr. Paul Beck
from the University of Calgary, was
awarded a Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in
Precision Medicine this past December.
Dr. Beck has discovered that peripheral
blood cells known as fibrocytes are
increased among patients who have

Gilaad Kaplan, MD,
MPH, FRCPC, served
as the Chair of CCC
SMAC for a two-year
term. He transitioned to the role of Past
Chair on SMAC in November 2020 and
continues to co-lead CCC’s COVID and IBD
Taskforce.

CCC
Outstanding
Physician of

Crohn’s disease with fibrostenotic disease
(FSD). Using advanced immunological,
proteomic, metabolomic and
transcriptomic approaches, he and his
research team have identified critical
pathways that drive fibrocyte biology and
FSD. They are working on identifying new
approaches to treat and prevent FSD
associated with Crohn’s disease.

the Year:
Remo
Panaccione,
MD, FRCPC,
was
nominated
by patients
as a physician who has gone above and
beyond in transforming the lives of patients
with Inflammatory Bowel Disease.

Congratulations to our Calgary researchers on these well-deserved achievements!

ANNUAL MEETING RECAP
The IMAGINE Network Annual Meeting took
place on November 13, 2020 via Zoom.
Presenters from each of our working groups
and sub-studies gave updates on the current
status of their projects and research.
An update on our main cohort study, the
MAGIC Study, was also given.
We are hopeful for an in-person meeting for 2021, but will
To view the presentation slides from our various working groups and substudies, click here.

THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDING PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS!

STAY IN TOUCH!
Have you toured the IMAGINE
website lately?

Meet our team
Read about IMAGINE's MAGIC
study
Learn about Patient Engagement
View past newsletters

www.imaginespor.com






