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The latest news and updates from the IMAGINE Network
WELCOME MESSAGE
As might be expected, the past few months have proven to
be a challenge for the IMAGINE Network due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Many of our research studies have had to halt
recruitment and cancel in-person meetings. However, we
have made progress in a number of other fronts to overcome
these barriers:
All of our MAGIC Study recruitment centres have
secured ethics amendments to enable virtual followup visits for our current study participants and a few
sites are also in the process of applying for ethics
approval to recruit new participants virtually and
collect bio samples from their homes.
We have updated our website with a new COVID-19
section to improve access to evidence-informed
resources to help those living with IBD & IBS.
Some of our IMAGINE patient representatives and
investigators have been collaborating with our
partners to host COVID-19 education webinars for patients and their families.
Dr. Michael Surette, our Microbiome Lead, has been involved in creating a screening
test that will identify coronavirus in stool. While this has enormous public health
benefits, our Network also plans to use this test to help screen potential stool donors
for our Fecal Transplantation studies and, once serum antibody tests are developed, to
identify associations with COVID and health outcomes in IBD/IBS and healthy controls
in our MAGIC Study.
Dr. John Lavis, our KT Lead, has been working with the Ontario government to deliver
on several COVID evidence summaries to inform relevant public policy.
Dr. Paul Moayyedi, our Lead PI, has been serving on the provincial government’s
Ontario Innovation Fund Provincial Oversight Committee (IFPOC) to evaluate COVID
research proposals from teaching hospitals across the province that are selected for
funding.
I encourage you to read on to learn more about the Network’s activities over the past few
months including the appointment of our new Co-Principal Investigator, Dr. Deborah Marshall,
our PaCER-sponsored teams, and new monthly training webinar series. Also, visit our website
regularly to stay updated on our Network’s research progress.
Best wishes and stay healthy!

Aida Fernandes,
Executive Director,
IMAGINE Network

COVID-19: Network Update
As many hospitals across the
country are in the process of
planning their re-opening to
non-essential patient visits
and non-COVID related
research studies, we are
encouraging our researchers
to follow their institution's
protocols to ensure the safety
of our study participants
during their recruitment and
follow up visits. As always,
PHRI remains operational and prepared to accept data into REDCap, specimen shipments
and send out specimen collection kits. Please inform our colleagues at PHRI if your site is reopening for recruitment.
We want to also thank our researchers for their ongoing support to IMAGINE and their efforts
to keep this study active during this challenging time. We encourage researchers to explore
all possible strategies to ramp up recruitment and help us regain our momentum and
get IMAGINE back on track!
In order to keep our Network up-to-date on the current status of COVID-19, we have also
created a COVID-19 section on our website listing upcoming and past webinars related to
COVID-19 as well as resources and tools to help you navigate the current situation with
COVID-19. Please check it out as we will be updating it throughout the summer!

Introducing Dr. Deborah Marshall, IMAGINE's New Co-PI
After much consideration, we have appointed Dr. Deborah
Marshall as Co-PrincipaI Investigator of the IMAGINE
Network. Deborah is a Professor in the Department of
Community Health Sciences at the University of Calgary and is
the Co-lead of our Patient Engagement Working Group.
Deborah has proven to be an effective and productive leader and
has forged many new collaborations within and beyond IMAGINE.
She has done amazing work for IMAGINE in relation to patient
engagement and has been wonderful to work with. Moreover, as
we move forward for the renewal of SPOR in the coming years,
which has patient engagement at its core, we feel her expertise
will be a tremendous asset and reinforces the importance of
patient engagement within our Network.
Please join us in congratulating Dr. Marshall in this new role!

RECRUITMENT UPDATE
Due to our research coming to a halt as part of the
restrictions stemming from COVID-19, our recruitment
number has also been affected. Current recruitment for
IMAGINE's MAGIC study is 4,346. We are over halfway to
our recruitment goal of 8,000, but will need to ramp up
recruitment once we are given the green light to start up
again.

A big thank you to those of you who are participating in

our study. Please spread the word about the MAGIC
Study and help us boost recruitment and get to our goal!
We are especially in need of healthy individuals (those
without underlying gastrointestinal disease) to join the
MAGIC study.
If you, or someone you know, is interested in
participating, click here to find a recruitment site near
you.
Visit our website to find out more about MAGIC.

The PaCER Perspective
The Patient and Community
Engagement Research (PaCER)
program works out of the
University of Calgary and is
working to transform the role of
patients in health and health care
delivery. PaCERs are patient
researchers trained in qualitative
health research committed to
finding innovative ways of
engaging patients in health care.
In this edition of our newsletter
we invited our recent PaCER
graduates (the IBD National Team) to give us some insight about their experience
with the PaCER program and their research.
Who are we?
Our inter-generational, diverse team brings together parents of IBD patients, siblings of IBD
patients, patients themselves and various professional voices to coalesce into an effective research
group able to empathize with IBD patients. We understand the emotional and physical
implications of receiving an IBD diagnosis and thus provide a non-clinical, supportive experience
for IBD patients who wish to participate in qualitative research.
Despite being a large group of seven, spanning ages 25-61, we were effective due to our common
goal of wishing to improve IBD outcomes. We shared our personal experiences, whether they were
negative or positive and learned from each other, all the while being sensitive to each team
members’ needs, strengths, and weaknesses.
What was it like to be a patient leading a research project?
As patient researchers, we believe we share a unique bond with our patient participants. We
recognize the importance of bringing the patient voice/perspective to research. We have shared
experiences which allow for an insightful, empathetic experience. We were mindful of not allowing
our biases and personal healthcare experiences to cloud a situation but to clarify. The PaCER motto
“by patients with patients and for patients” is very fitting.
To continue reading the rest of the article, click here.

IMAGINE'S MONTHLY
WEBINAR SERIES
Are you looking to better
understand Patient Oriented
Research?
Want to know the best tools to
use for your clinical study?
What is the best sample to use
for metabolomics studies?
Is that long Food Frequency
Questionnaire really the best
way to assess diet?
Learn the answers to these
questions and more through
the IMAGINE Monthly Webinar
Series.
Aimed at young researchers
and trainees to increase their
expertise and skills in various
areas, these training webinars
will be hosted monthly by one
of our IMAGINE investigators
to address some important
methodological questions to
help improve your research studies.

Our next webinar will be taking place on July 21 at 12pm EST. IMAGINE Site
Director and IBD Research Lead, Dr Charles Bernstein from the University of
Manitoba will be discussing IBD Clinical Studies. To register for this webinar, click
here.
You can view our June webinar on FMT here.

Call for Volunteers Living With Chronic Health Conditions
The International Chronic and Complex Conditions Research Group ( IC3RG) based out
of Dalhousie University in Halifax is currently recruiting participants to complete a ~25minute anonymous and confidential online survey about living with chronic
conditions. The purpose of the survey is to hear what people with chronic conditions
want their health care providers to ask about self-management. Participant answers to
the survey questions will help their research team design a questionnaire that can be
used in clinical and research settings to assess patients’ ability to self-manage their
chronic conditions.
To participate, click here for the online survey or contact prismcc@dal.ca for more
information.

THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDING PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS!

Stay In Touch!
Have you toured the IMAGINE
website lately?
Meet our team
Read about IMAGINE's MAGIC
study
Learn about Patient Engagement
View past newsletters

www.imaginespor.com






