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The latest news and updates from the IMAGINE Network
WELCOME MESSAGE
The beginning of 2020 has certainly been
tumultuous, given the measures in place to
combat COVID-19. I would like to thank all the
network members for their professionalism and
understanding as the events related to COVID-19
are unfolding. To learn more about IMAGINE’s
response to COVID-19 to ensure the health and
safety of our members while supporting the
continuity of our network operations, please
read below.
Furthermore, we were deeply saddened to learn
about the passing of our Network’s Co-lead, Dr. Glenda MacQueen. Glenda was an incredibly
bright and productive clinician scientist and also one of the most committed, caring and
warm people I have known. Please read the In Memorium article included in this newsletter
and share your memories and condolences on the University of Calgary’s message board .
Despite these setbacks, our Network has also been making progress on a number of fronts.
Over the last few months, our Knowledge Translational Working Group has led a new policy
priority issue, “Supporting Rapid Learning and Improvement for Select Conditions in Canada”
in collaboration with the Chronic Pain and CHILD-BRIGHT SPOR networks. Citizen and
stakeholder dialogues were held and we anticipate that the summary reports will be shared
with our community and key decision makers in the coming weeks. I encourage you to read
on to learn more about some of the other SPOR networks' achievements and activities over
the last few months.
I would like to thank everyone for your commitment to the IMAGINE Network and please
know that we are here to support you and our community as we navigate through these
challenging times.
Best wishes,

Dr. Paul Moayyedi,
Co-Principal Investigator,
IMAGINE Network

COVID-19: Network Update
Here at IMAGINE, we recognize that this is a time of uncertainty as we attempt to navigate

the current climate due to COVID-19. We want to reassure our participants and staff that the
IMAGINE Network is taking all precautionary measures necessary to ensure everyone's safety
and health is at the forefront of our priorities. This means that our network operations have
decreased as most hospitals and institutions have implemented strict policies regarding
research activities. For staff at IMAGINE recruitment centres, below is some general guidance
to ensure the continuity of care for our IMAGINE study participants:
Where possible, please complete annual follow-up visits by telephone and reschedule
specimen collection for a later time once social distancing policies are relaxed.
If your tyour team is working from home, patient data and queries can still be securely
accessed and entered/updated in REDCap via https://redc.phri.ca/redcap/ and remind
study participants that they can still complete their surveys with the links you forward
to them from the comfort of their home per usual.
We will continue to communicate to the network as we monitor the status of COVID-19 and
create a plan on how we will be moving forward in the coming months. Here are a few
resources that you can use to navigate the current situation with COVID-19:
1. Crohn's and Colitis Canada's information on COVID-19 and IBD .
2. The Canadian Digestive Health Foundation has information on Infusion Clinics and
COVID-19 Safety Protocols and COVID-19 and the Immunocompromised .
3. The Canadian Association for Gastroenterology's advice on COVID-19 and Endoscopy .
4. For general information and updates on COVID-19, refer to the Public Health Agency of
Canada website (Canada) or the World Health Organization: Coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) outbreak.

IN MEMORIUM: Dr. Glenda MacQueen
It is with great sadness that we acknowledge the passing of the
IMAGINE Network's co-Principal Investigator, Dr. Glenda
MacQueen on March 27.
Dr. MacQueen grew up in Nova Scotia and earned both her PhD
in Psychology and medical degree at McMaster University in
Hamilton. She was recruited by the University of Calgary in 2008
to become the Chair of Psychiatry and later the Vice-Dean of the
Cumming School of Medicine.
Dr. MacQueen will be sadly missed by the entire network
as we continue to carry on with the research that she so heavily
influenced and supported. Her leadership role here
at IMAGINE has been integral in our success and for that we
are immensely honoured to have had Dr. MacQueen as
part of our team.

"As co-PI of IMAGINE she has had a tremendous influence in
getting the network funded, providing invaluable advice to all of
us on the psychiatric aspects, and shaping the network more
generally into the success that it has become. I have always
appreciated the thoughtful guidance she has given me and the
tremendous drive and support she has shown for the network." Dr. Paul Moayyedi, Co-Principal Investigator, IMAGINE Network
Dr. MacQueen's full obituary can be found here.
For more tributes to Dr. MacQueen and to post your own
memories, visit the Cumming School of Medicine message
board.

MAGIC RECRUITMENT UPDATE: Over halfway there!

Current recruitment for IMAGINE's MAGIC study is 4,321. That
means we're over halfway to our goal of 8,000!
A big thank you to those of you who are participating in our
study!
We are still in need of healthy individuals (those without
underlying gastrointestinal disease) to join the MAGIC study.
If you, or someone you know, is interested in participating,
click here to find a recruitment site near you .
Visit our website to find out more about MAGIC.

IMAGINE IN THE NEWS
It's been an exciting time for IMAGINE as we have been featured in the media numerous
times over the last few months. We want to thank all of our researchers, Patient Research
Partners and site leads who have taken the time to promote IMAGINE and our research!

Dr. Charles Bernstein from the University of Manitoba was featured on CTV News Winnipeg ,
Global News , and CityNews alongside Patient Research Partner, Kim Daley!

University of Alberta site lead, Dr. Leo Dieleman, spoke to Global News about the importance
of the IMAGINE MAGIC cohort study.
For more media coverage, check out the News & Events section on our website.
And subscribe to our new YouTube channel where we will be posting all IMAGINE related
videos!

MEET THE TEAM:
Lisa MacNeil

VIDEO: Emma Neary on the
Importance of PatientOriented Research
This past February, IMAGINE Patient
Research Partner, Emma Neary, gave
an impressive presentation at
Canadian Digestive Diseases Week
(CDDW) sharing her perspective, as
both a patient and medical
student/researcher, on the importance
of patient-oriented research.

Based in Nova Scotia, Lisa MacNeil is
IMAGINE's newest Patient Research
Partner. Diagnosed with Crohn's
disease at the age of 10, Lisa and has
been on several different treatments
over the years including various
medications, injections and infusions.
Currently Lisa is on Stelara and pays
very close attention to her diet as well
as practises self-care in the form of
stress management, sleep hygiene,
and staying active by going to the gym,
playing softball and exploring new
places in Nova Scotia and beyond.
Lisa completed her degree in public
relations at Mount Saint Vincent
University in 2011. Over the last five
years, she has been working in the cooperative education office at Mount
Saint Vincent where she coaches
students and works with employers.
Lisa also acts as the "Mount

To view Emma's full presentation, click
here.

Storyteller" on campus where she
interviews and writes stories about
students, faculty, alumni, and staff
members.
Lisa has two other relatives who also
have Crohn's/Colitis and has joined
IMAGINE as a way to give back and
support a cause that affects both her
and her family.
To read more about Lisa and our other
Patient Research Partners and their
work, click here.

Stay In Touch!
Have you toured the IMAGINE
website?
Meet our team
Read about IMAGINE's MAGIC
study
Learn about Patient Engagement
View past newsletters
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